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have garnered a number of good cli-
ents; but we always find new ones at
ITSH, said Frans Hellyn.

From Germany came Curt Bauer
Company. Founded in 1882 by the
Bauer family and now operated by
the fourth generation Gert and
Michael, 100% cotton is its specialty
and offers top quality bed linen in Eu-
ropean blue blood style. It showed a
wide variety of styles this time. The
fabrics are produced in Germany and
the sewing and finishing are done in
China. Since 2001it has been promot-
ing the Long Life Basic brand in
China with a partner, Guangdong
Memos’ Bedding of Foshan, which
is a mattress producer. “The partner-
ship has worked out very well. Chi-
nese people like traditional and clas-
sic designs in their bed linens and
that is precisely our strength,” said
Michael Bauer. The Chinese market,
he said, “is very important to us; also
this fair, because it is not only focused
on China but also the Asia market.”
Curt Bauer’s China partner has 200
shops across the country. However,
Curt Bauer is also looking to present
its products in shopping malls, de-
partment stores and also internet
online sales.

g =~
Bedlinen of Long Life Basics of Germany

JAB Anstoetz of Germany that
exhibited at ITSH last year took a
large booth this time and displayed
many home textile products includ-
ing furniture. All items on display
came from Germany. JAB has more
than 40 companies worldwide with its
in-house design team offering total
design service. The design team also
offers total design service for residen-
tial and commercial clients. At the

Textile Asia, September 2014
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Gary Chang CEO of JAB Anstoetz China

same time, JAB is now also starting
to build its own retail business by
opening flagship stores and appoint-
ing franchisees. A flagship store is
planned in Shanghai next year, the
first in Asia. Beijing will be next
while Singapore will have a show-
room, and concept stores in Taiwan
and Hong Kong. Gary Chang of Tai-
wan, the CEO of JAB China, said that
JAB is a successful lifestyle brand be-
cause it believes in sharing the profit
with all involved.

The cellulosic fibre company
Lenzing explained at a press confer-
ence the benefits of Tencel for a good
sleep. With cotton like properties and
silky touch, the cotton to Tencel ra-
tio can be adjusted
for different effects
—more drape or less
as desired. From
the moisture ab-
sorption/buffering
capability of
Tencel, which is
higher than
polyester’s and
cotton’s, came the
slogan “Beauty as |
you Sleep”. The
moisture absorp-
tion capability can

Along the aisle with Lenzing and Cotton Council International satellite along

be improve when
Tencel is mixed in
equal portion with
polyester or cot-
ton; in fact, even
30% Tencel in the
mix gives a new
definition to cot-
ton-heavy bed lin-
ens.
Loulai,
Mendale, Fenna
® Kasen and Shuixin
- are some of the
| Chinese brands
that are heavily in-
vested in Tencel
products. Tencel +
silk make an attrac-
tive product that is cheaper in price
than pure silk and is machine wash-
able, said Susanne Jary, head of
Lensing’s home and interior business
segment. Customers in China, she
said, appreciate the fibre’s silky prop-
erties. Some 10,000 tons of Tencel
goes into home textiles made in
China. The country is the top market
for Tencel certified for home textiles.
The booth of Designer’s Guild,
to which visitors were controlled by
appointment to ensure quality time
with qualified customers, was very
colourful with sofa sets and cushions
in digital prints. This UK brand of-
fers different styles from traditional,
regal, modern, classic, and modern
Chinese. The regal designs were in-
spired by the crowns and emblems of
the British monarchy. There were fab-
rics of Jacquards, prints, velvet Jac-
quards, embroidery, and digital
prints, warp dyes, in cotton, linen,
viscose and silk besides rugs, cush-
ions, blankets, throws, bath accesso-
ries, etc. Mr Wang Jian, the CEO of
company’s China agent Beijing Xin
Yada that also represents some
French, Italian, Swiss, Britiswh, Turk-
ish and German home textiles, said

each side
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Colourful fabrics displayed at Designer's Guild

that since joining ITSH in 2005, DG’s
China business has increased 30%
but lately facing some difficulties. To
attract new customers, the company
now has a design team to help deco-
rate retail shops. [ts major traditional
customers are furniture makers,
model homes and properties design-
ers. For Richloom, the US company
with production rooted in China and
concentrating on contract market in
China, ITSH is a marketing opportu-
nity. “This is very much an interna-
tional show with a good number of
overseas buyers,” noted Richloom’s
Asia general manager Kerry Lanzit.
The rising labour cost in China is not
much of a concern for the company
because “we are in fabric production
which is less labour intensive than ap-
parel,” he said.

From Turkey, one of the top three
home and contract textile exporters,
and particularly strong in curtain
fabrics and towels, came 39 exhibi-
tors, the largest of the overseas group.
The country’s textile exporters’ as-
sociation, UTIB, has been organising
a group pavilion in ITSH for many
years with the support of Turkish gov-
ernment. These efforts have paid off
well; China that ranked as the 73rd
market for Turkish home textiles in
2001 climbed up to the 29th position
by last year. Recognising the steadily
rising demand for quality products of
latest style, in its pavilion this time
was a huge trend area and the UTIB
Inspiration Zone. Among major home
textile manufacturers present were:
Dina Vanelli coming with Trevira CS
fabrics, Demor offering Lurex fabrics
and random net, Boyteks’ presenting
mattress ticking that integrated the
gem stone amethyst to improve sleep

22

quality for the users, Elvin that sup-
plies functional fabrics to cruise ships
and transport vehicles showcasing
sheer curtain fabrics, upholstery and
drapery, and Birce, a fourth time par-
ticipant, presenting curtain fabrics of
graduated colour.

A new country pavilion this time
was organised by Morocco’s Profes-
sional Association of Textile and
Clothing Industry (AMITH) with the
support of the Centre for Export Pro-
motion under the Morocco’s Minis-
try of Industry, Trade, Investment
and Digital Economy for foreign
trade. Morocco has a thriving home
textile industry with 481 companies.
Only 10% of their production is ex-
ported, most of which to markets in
Europe. In the pavilion, five compa-
nies — all from Casablanca — aiming
to tap markets in China and Asia, dis-
played blankets, carpets, soft furnish-
ings, towels, embroidery, and tapes-

Dynanlc
Fro'iogie

Turkish Delight

IR
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Richloom's offerings

try. They included Atretis in uphol-
stery and mattress fabrics with or
without chenille with functions such
as fire retardant, anti-bacterial and
water resistant; Contexara in uphol-
stery; Loucham in velvet upholstery;
Vasco in Jacquard weave for uphol-
stery and Velvetex also in velvet up-
holstery. Abdellah Benmansour of
Vasco and Loucham said, “We are
interested to cooperate or joint ven-
ture with a Chinese company if that
is the best way to go.”

Texprocil of India, a regular at
Yarn Expo and ITSAF, joined ITSH
for the first time. According to
Texprocil’s joint director, R.
Narayanasamy, India is a global sup-
plier of home décor products with an-
nual exports totalling US$3.2 billion.
The industry aims to boost that to $10
billion by 2020. The traditional mar-
kets are US and Europe; but ship-
ments to China, other Asian markets,
Africa, Australia and Latin America
are now rising. “Our aim is to partner
with textile value chains in China,”
said Narayanasamy. India hopes to
build a win-win partnership with
China. Partnership between Indian
Chinese textile supply chains, he
said, “Would create “the world’s most
competitive textile manufacturing in-
dustry. In addition, India’s domestic
use of home textile has gone up these
few years with new investment in the
sector.”

Birla Century, the five-year-old
division of Birla Textiles & Indus-
tries, was first time at this show and
found it to be excellent. “We were

‘expecting to see Chinese buyers but

were glad to also see overseas buy-
ers,” said the company’s joint presi-
dent, Sanjay Khimesra. Birla is now

Texiile Asia, September 2014



selling to the US as well as Spain,
Germany, Iran, South Korea, and
some countries in West Africa, the
Middle East and Southeast Asia.
“We hope to include China,” he
said. India’s Handloom Export 8
Promotion Council which par-
ticipated in the previous ITSH
hosted the 2nd India Pavilion at
this show with 18 exhibitors dis-
playing rich designs of finely
made handloom items s and car-
pets. Sharda Exports, the owner
of the brand Rug Republic and
first time at ITSH, showcased a &
wide variety to area rugs from the
very colourful to the demur and
classical.

South Korea had two pavilions,

hosted by Korea Fashion Textile As- .

sociation (KFTA) and the Korea In-
ternational Trade Association
Daejoen and Chungnam Centre. The
group led by KFTA came with 11 ex-
hibitors. Participants included:
Donglim, Ever Fine Art Design Stu-
dio, Iljeong, Lee Design Studio, MA
International, Myeong, Seung,
Namocis, Ryuhan Inter-Tech,
Sangwon, Smile, and Zentex.
Donglim, with its Veltex brand for

Exhibitions & Conferences

Colourful rugs by Rug Republic of India

faux fur fabrics and Molliolli for fin-
ished products (clothing, cushions
and rugs), is famous for its fine qual-
ity imitation fur skin fabrics. Based
in Busan it has a factory in Qingdao
in China’s Shandong province pro-
ducing five million yards a year for
apparel, home textiles, paint roller
and 3D wall fabric. Last year,

.Donglim bought out Tissavel of

France that was a partner for some
years in a joint venture producing the
very fine Tissaveltex brand faux fur
fabrics. At its booth in this show were

A% imitation animal skin rugs made

with acrylic and Jacquard weav-
ing as well as throws and cush-
ions. Most items were non-flam-
mable made from Japanese fibre
Kanecaron.

In China, the home textile in-
~ dustry is growing strong. A clear
. evidence of it, according to the
executive vice chairman of
CCPIT-Tex, Xu Yinxin, is that
localised exhibitions are sprout-
. ing up in towns, counties and
provinces where there is concen-
tration of home textile manufac-
turing; and domestic sales con-
tinue to rise steadily, though not
as fast as before, and the quality of
products is improving year by year.
This development has created com-

petition but it has also generated mu- |

tual support within the industry.
Some years ago, the country’s home
textile association launched an an-
nual event called Zhang Jian Cup De-
sign Competition to commemorate
the famous Ching Dynasty industri-
alist and educator, Zhang Jian of
Nantong, Jiangsu Province. It pre-
sents gold, silver and bronze awards
and merit certificates to honour best

¥



Exhibitions & Conferences

home textile style trend, cultural con-
cept, and product design. Such com-
petition and support encourage manu-
facturers to upgrade and improve the
industry. “We are at a turning point,
a point of adjustment to meet the chal-
lenges ahead,” Mr Xu said.

Until recently, manufacturing in
China developed as OEM suppliers
to overseas brands. Now the country
is developing its own style and brands
and it will move steadily from OEM
model to ODM and OBM, exporting
its own brands. The concept of edi-
tors has also seeped into China’s
home textile industry. This ITSH had
some 20 such companies, editors that
bring together the best of the prod-
ucts to form collection sample books
for distribution in interior design and
lifestyle shops all over China. They
develop their own trend directions
and commission others to produce the
fabrics they design or choose fabrics
from manufacturers and assemble
them into their collections. These are
pointers holding out the promise that
Chinese brands will rise up and meet
the challenges ahead.

One of these editors is J&C of
Hangzhou which uses market research
to define products that best suit the
changing customer needs. Based on
research data, J&C’s owner, Shen
Goufu, and his design team develop
the trends and produce the Popular
Trend Report four times a year. He
invites noted designers to make
sketches which his design team can
use as trend guide to create new col-
lections. “We have lots of resources
to draw design inspirations from due
to China’s long history and diverse
cultural heritage drawn from minor-

Editor La Can Touch
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ity groups,” said Mr Shen. He also
works with students at various uni-
versities to nurture their design skills
and to keep the young designers
rooted in the Chinese culture. His
collections infused with Chinese de-
sign elements and vocabulary are
modern and suitable to western taste.
“Business within China is good and
the future is bright; and as
urbanisation speeds up it will boost
the home textile industry,” he said.
Mr Shen expects his business which
stems mostly from China with about
20% from Singapore and parts of
Southeast Asia, the Middle East,
North Africa and Russia to increase
by 50% this year.

Another similar company is La
Can Touch which began with wall
covering in 1989 in Taiwan and later
ventured into Shanghai with uphol-
stery and curtain fabrics added on and
backed by Italian designer Gianpieto
Veronese. The company’s owner Jeff
Lee is good in production and busi-

ness vision and his wife has an eye.

for design and is a good communica-
tor. This husband and wife team with
a group of devoted employees has es-
tablished a solid business represent-
ing 40-50 brands of wall covering
and textiles from Italy, France and the
US including the 100-year-old US
wall covering brand York. Represent-
ing foreign brands helped to build the
strength for launching La Can’s own
brand, Fiordelis. Mr Lee relies on the
domestic market for his company’s
strength. La Can is involved in three
areas — design, showroom and distri-
bution.

Many manufacturers were wholly
export oriented but since the global
financial crisis many have started
looking to the domestic market. Ya
Shi Ju was one of them. Although its
export business is still larger than do-
mestic sales, the owner and general
manager, Jin Tiankun, is satisfied that
his business this year is showing some
improvement. Ya Shi Ju’s booth at
this show took on a new look, dis-
playing the fabrics in six room set-
tings in six styles, thus conveying the
six most popular interior designs in
China.

Some export oriented manufactur-
ers remained unaffected by the slack-
ened economies of the EU and the US.
Huatex International of Hangzhou
is an example. This company relies
entirely on exports. 3D big Jacquards
with 4,000-5,000 stitches were one of
its design highlights this year. “We

Xu Bohua, president of Huatex

have never put money-making as pri-
ority. We are about quality design,
production and service at a little bit
higher price than others. Money will
come when we have done things
right. We spent many years to de-
velop a good design team,” said Xu
Bohua, the president. He is passion-
ate about the industry and works with
an Italian design team that cooper-
ates with his local team to produce

"new collections each year. In the mar-

keting area, he also cooperates with
teams from Belgium, Denmark, and
the UK. Business is stable with 5%
growth. Visitors to Huatex’s booth
were controlled by invitation only.
“We want to have quality time with
our real customers,” he explained.

A pioneer of China’s home textile
industry, Hangzhou Zhongwang, is
now an internationally well known
manufacturer with its in-house design
team. For long a producer for the US
market, it is now looking into the US
retail market. Its new products in
American style are made of natural
fibres — cotton and linen.

Next year, ITSH will move to a new
venue — the National (Shanghai) Cen-
tre for Exhibition and Convention
China in Honggiao Puxi which is
soon to be completed. Announcing
this plan, the senior general manager
of Messe Frankfurt Hong Kong,
Wendy Wen, said the new venue
would have “state of the art facilities
and a total of 400,000 sqm indoor and
100,000 sqm outdoor exhibition
space, replete with numerous support-
ing facilities.” Besides, it is easily
accessible by air, rail, speed train and
subway.

Textile Asia, September 2014
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