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PRESS RELEASE 

 
SWING FOREVER 
with the 

RHYTHM CRAZY BIG BAND 
 
Join us on the 28th of April for a concert in the grand hall of the old building, Villa Antica, due 
to start at 6.30pm. Led by Vittorio Castelli, clarinet and sax, the musicians are: 
 

Trumpet: Umberto Marcandalli, Gendrickson Mena, Mario Mariotti 
Trombone: Rudy Migliardi, Andrea Andreoli, Humberto Hamesquita 

Sax and clarinet: Vittorio Castelli, Alex Sabina, Rudy Manzoli, Domenico Mamone 

Piano: Stefano Pennini  

Double bass: Riccardo Vigorè 
Drums: Massimo Caracca 

Vocals: Veronica Sbergia 
Special guest: Luciano Invernizzi, trombone  
 

Dances like the “Lindy Hop”, “Jive”, “Boogie Woogie” and so on are very much back in fashion. 

So it comes as no surprise to find that Swing - the music that launched these styles of dance - 

is also making a major comeback. 

However, the swing era - i.e. the decade from 1935 to 45 - is so long ago now that it has lost 

much of its original flavour, especially its musical qualities. The result is often disappointing. 

It's not unusual, even at major events, to see people dancing the Swing to music that barely 

resembles the original style.  

To get the music back on the right track, the renowned “classic” jazz musician/musicologist 

Vittorio Castelli formed the Rhythm Crazy Big Band a few years ago. The band's members 

include some of the most sensational jazz players from the area in and around Milan, 

delivering a perfect rendition of the arrangements compiled specially by Castelli. 

The new band's repertoire has been meticulously put together, selecting Swing classics from 

the books of legendary bandleaders like Count Basie (Swingin’ the Blues, Jumpin’ at the 

Woodside), Duke Ellington (Jeep’s Blues, Moon Mist and Come Sunday), Benny Goodman 

(Crazy Rhythm) and Harry James (Flash), being careful to strike a good representative 

balance without being too clichéd. Just as importantly, the band has strived to stick to the 

stylistic canons of an era, especially when it comes to the orchestral framework, without 

copying the original records.  

So the band's brilliant soloists enjoy the utmost freedom - during their solos - to express the 

music the way they feel it, deciding individually how to adhere to the spirit of the 

arrangement, as is standard jazz practice. 
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