
World preview 

of Furnishing Fabrics 

and Curtains 

 

Villa Erba, Cernobbio (Como) 

27-28 April: 9.00 am-6.00 pm 

29 April: 9.00 am-4.00 pm  

 

Cernobbio, 27 April 2015  

PRESS RELEASE 
 

PROPOSTE 2015: ECONOMIC FACTS AND FIGURES 
 

For Proposte 2015, there will be 94 exhibitors, divided up as follows: 45 Italians and 49 from 

other countries, more specifically 16 from Belgium, 9 from France, 7 from Spain, 6 from Great 

Britain, 4 from Germany, 3 from Turkey, 2 from the Netherlands, 1 from Austria and 1 from 

Switzerland. 

The 94 exhibitors together represent total sales approaching 1,200 million euros. 

The types of products include upholstery fabrics - both jacquard (21%) and heddle-loomed 

(19%) - followed by curtain fabrics - jacquard (16%) and heddle-loomed (14%) - in addition 

to velvets, embroidered fabrics and trimmings (1%). We should point out an increase in the 

production of prints, both for upholstery and curtain fabrics. 

 

 

 

In terms of quality classification, there has been an increase in top-end fabrics: indeed, 37% 

of the products qualify as high-end, while 23% fall into the "luxury" category. Mid-range 

products account for 18%, while the super-luxury segment (unique creations) is holding 

steady at a good 15%. The remaining 6% of products refers to plain, more widely selling 

fabrics in a multitude of colour ranges, which are nonetheless always in demand from the 

furniture market. 

 
 

        



    

 

 

 

 

The target markets for Proposte exhibitors are the United States followed, in order, by the 

UK, Germany and France. Worthy of special mention are those countries that are gaining an 

ever-greater share of the market each year, more specifically: Russia, Japan and the 

Scandinavian countries. 
 

 
 

As far as distribution channels are concerned, textile designers constitute the biggest 

component (43%), followed by wholesalers (24%), upholstered furniture manufacturers 

(13%) and the contract sector, which always commands a considerable slice of the market 

(9%). The remaining 7% is split between distribution chains and converters. The "other" 

category accounts for 4%. 

 

 
 

End consumer: 77% of the fabrics sold at Proposte every year end up in private dwellings. 

Nonetheless, the importance of the contract sector is not to be underestimated and is 

growing all the time: hotels and ships, above all, benefit from the hi-tech fabrics and curtains 

on offer at Proposte, in addition to restaurants, offices, theatres, cinemas, shops and vehicles. 

In this regard, it's worth noting that there's been an increase over recent years in direct 

relations between design studios/architects and our contract fabric manufacturers. 
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